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■ �Others:� implemented in publication code and 
ENSDAT
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■ ENSDF format limitations
� About 210 ACSII characters out of 256 possible

� 32 control characters
� 7 delimiters (� �, �=�, �>�, �<�, �(�, �)�, �$�)
� Possible problems with other characters (e.g., �*�, �,�, etc.)

� Possible program assumptions such as only A through Z 
and a through z?
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■ Publication and ENSDAT limitations
� Default of 15 characters. Maximum of 26 (A � Z; a � z used to 

indicate multiple assignments of source levels).
� XREF control record may be used to set the number of characters

� Table line width of 108 characters
� Default of 15 XREF characters: ≈14% of line
� Maximum of 26 XREF characters: ≈24% of line

� Possible approach
� Give the X records corresponding to the most important datasets first (≤25) in 

the order the datasets will appear in the publication.
� Give the remaining X records after this in the order in which the datasets will 

appear in the publication.
� Ask NDS production to change the default for this Adopted dataset.


